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Historically sculpture has been the medium most associated with physical materiality.
As observed by Rosalind Krauss in her seminal essay Sculpture in the Expanded Field,
the term sculpture itself became elastic in the 1960s when artists and historians began
stretching the meaning of the word in an effort to accommodate emerging techniques
and materials for the production of art. The stuff of sculpture diversified. A case was
made to include conceptualism, site specificity, institutional critique, land art, ephemera, performativity, and interactivity under the rubric of art. These emergent modalities
have since been naturalized if not institutionalized and all artists find themselves facing
the task of choosing where to locate their practice as well as individual projects within
a wide spectrum of material and immaterial elements.
This spectrum of material and immaterial will be the focus of this production and
critique-oriented course. Lectures will provide historical and theoretical background
and will include examination of individual artists and historical movements. Our main

objective will be to consciously locate our own studio production within that spectrum
given this historical moment. Students are expected to work independently and present at least two finished and professionally installed projects as well as participate in
lively critiques that provide constructive feedback to their piers. Lectures and critiques
will take place in room 414F unless otherwise specified in advance. All other class time
is to be used for producing work in the shop, or other facilities and for progress checks
with the instructor.
Projects involving sound, performativity, institutional critique, site specificity and a
dialogic relationship with architecture and the environment will be encouraged as these
are my primary interest areas, but any kind of work is welcome. Content and Materials are open, but each student will be encouraged to experiment outside of his or her
comfort zone. As much as students will develop technical mastery of the media they
choose to work with, they will also be challenged to articulate their ideas as they develop their own projects and critically evaluate the work of their peers.
Students will be evaluated based on their production as well as their participation and
critical abilities. Everyone will be expected to respect Cooper Union’s mandatory attendance policy, which is that more than two absences will have a serious impact on
the grade; more than three and the student may be asked to withdraw from the course.
Consistent lateness or early departures will count as an absence. I expect that students will manage their time appropriately – since two projects are due by the end of
the semester, It is safe to Imagine that the first of these should be presented by midsemester. Please plan your work appropriately. Roughly 80% of your grade will be
determined by the quality of your finished work the remaining 20% is based on your
ability to articulate yourself in discussions and critiques.

